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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on 
any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed more than three months after the U S 
filing date, OR more than three months after the date of entry of the national stage of a PCT 
application, AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, whichever occurs 
first, but before the mailing date of a Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance (37 CFR 1 .97(c)). 

I hereby certify, pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(1), that each item of information contained 
in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

Submitted herewith are copies of three Japanese patent publications, which were cited 
in the attached Japanese Office Action dated April 10, 2007. The relevance of the publications can 
be gleaned from their respective English-languabe Abstracts. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to 
be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 18-0002, under Order No. KAW-147NP 



Dated: May 21, 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 




Steven M. Rabin 

Registration No.: 29,102 
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Correspondence Customer Number: 23995 
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Application Number 


10/553,750-Conf.#6127 


Filing Date 


October 18, 2005 


First Named Inventor 


Fusao Sekiguchi 


Art Unit 


2821 


Examiner Name 


R. Karacsony 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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Cite 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 
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Country Code 3 -Numbers-Kind Code 5 (tf known) 




BA 


JP-09-130132 


05-16-1997 


S I I R D Center Kk 




V 
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JP-2003-046315 


02-14-2003 


Matsushita Electric Ind Co Ltd 
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03-16-1992 


Sanyo Electric Co 





'EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3), 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 

and/or country where published. 
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